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and   sympathised   with   his   views    on   political matters.    M. de Hanski was also much flattered by  Balzac's  friendship  for   his   wife,  and would finish a polite and stilted epistle by saying that he  need trouble Balzac  no  more, as  he knows his  wife is  at the  same  time writing  him one of her long chattering letters.    Even when, by sad  mischance,  two  of   Balzac's   love-letters fell into M. de Hanski's hands, and the great writer was forced to  stoop  to  the  pretence  that they were written in jest, the husband seems to have accepted the explanation, and not to have troubled further   about   the   matter.     Later   on, he sent Balzac a magnificent inkstand as a present, which, the recipient rather ungratefully remarked required palatial surroundings, and was too grand for his use. On October 1st, the happy time at Neufchatel came to an end, as the Hanskis were leaving that day, and Balzac's work awaited him in Paris.    He got up at five o'clock on the morning of his departure, and went on to the promontory, whence he could gaze at the Villa Andrie, in the vain hope of a last meeting with Madame Hanska; but to his disappointment the Villa was absolutely quiet, no one was stirring.    He had a most uncomfortable journey back, for everything was so crowded that fifteen or sixteen intending passengers were refused at each town; and as Charles de Bernard had not been able to secure a place for him in the mail coach, he was obliged to travel in the imperial of the diligence with five Swiss, who treated himonsciousnesse were many disputedon that the midst of suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
